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Support Guideline Model 
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 When parents do not reside together, the law 
requires child support guidelines must be used to 
determine the amount awarded for the support of 
minor children. 
 
 Illinois currently uses the Percentage of Obligor Net 

Income model. 
 
 Most (over 40) states use the Income Shares model. 

 
 On July 1, 2017, Illinois will join the majority of states 

by also utilizing the Income Shares model.   
 

 



Income Shares Methodology 
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 Income Shares is the child support guideline 
model that considers both parents’ incomes for 
determination of child support. 
 Income Shares uses a chart to determine the 

basic support obligation based upon economic 
data for parental income that would have been 
received by a child if the parents were together. 
 The person with primary custody is presumed  

to be directly contributing his/her share of the 
support obligation, and the other parent is 
ordered to pay his/her share of support.  
 Only 1 parent pays support. (Unchanged) 

 
 



IL Public Act 99-0764 (HB 3982) 
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 Amended Section 505 and Section 510 of the Illinois 
Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act. 
 
 Replaced the Percentage of Obligor Net Income 

Guideline Model with a specific Income Shares Net 
Income Guideline Model. 
 
 Changes per this Act are effective on July 1, 2017. 

 



Tools 
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Calculator  
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 DCSS will create and publish an Income Shares 
Estimator. 
 
 The Income Shares Estimator is a tool to help the 

user complete an electronic worksheet that will 
provide an estimate of a possible child support 
award. 
 
 The estimator and the worksheets will be 

published to www.childsupport.illinois.gov    

http://www.childsupport.illinois.gov/


Economic Charts 
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 The Estimator utilizes two economic charts that 
operate “behind the scenes.” 
 
 The charts are a Gross to Net Income Conversion 

Table Using Standardized Tax Amounts, and an 
Income Shares Schedule Based on Net Income. 
 
 The following example guides you through basic 

computations. 



Calculation 
Example 
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Example 1 
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In the following example:  
 
 There is only one child. 
 The Petitioner is the parent with primary custody. 
 The Respondent is the parent with duty to provide support.  
 Child care needs are satisfied with no ordered terms. 
 No spousal support. 
 Custodial Parent’s gross income is $2,000/month. 
 NCP’s gross income is $3,000/month. 

 
 We will determine the recommended child support  

order amount for the child. 
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First, we will answer general 
questions. 



Gross Income 
(Unchanged) 
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 This is income from all sources before any 
adjustment and includes spousal support (a.k.a. 
maintenance or alimony.)  
 The following are not considered: 
 TANF, SSI and SNAP*;  
 Benefits or income received for other household 

children, e.g. child support, survivor benefits, or 
foster care payment. 
 

*TANF = Temporary Assistance to Needy Families  
  SSI = Supplemental Security Income 
  SNAP = Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
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In our example, we determine support for a CP/Petitioner 
with $2,000 and NCP/Respondent with $3,000 Gross 
Monthly Income and no other considerations. 
 
Notice the possible adjustments for the Adjusted Gross 
Monthly Income amount.  

  



Net Income 
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 Net Income is gross income minus the following: 
 
 Standardized tax amount or individualized tax amount.*  

 
 Multi-Family adjustment for support paid for another 

child or for spousal support. 
 

 Currently, we must make a series of calculations to 
determine net income from gross income.  

 Under Income Shares, we will simply enter gross 
income into the Calculator. 

 

*The standardized tax amount is the figure per the Gross to Net 
Income Conversion Table Using Standardized Tax Amounts. The 
individualized tax amount is an independently determined figure.  
This table cannot be used to determine net income using an 
individualized tax amount. 
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Net monthly income using the standardized tax deduction 
is “pulled” from the Gross to Net Income Conversion 
Table shown on the next slide. 
 



Gross to Net Income Conversion Table  
(DRAFT) 
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Here’s the income 
range for the 
Petitioner ($2,000). 

The Calculator will find 
the applicable Net 
Income amount.   

Here’s the column for the number of children (1).  



Gross to Net Income Conversion Table  
(DRAFT) 
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Here’s the income range 
for the Respondent  
($3,000). 

The Calculator will again automatically 
find the applicable Net Income amount.   

Here’s the column for the parent 
with the duty to provide support. 
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The Petitioner’s Net Income and the 
Respondent’s Net Income 
from the Gross to Net Income 
Conversion Table  are entered here. 

Combined 
total 

The Adjusted Net Monthly Income amount is determined 
with a combined total amount for both parents. 
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For the Petitioner 
in this example: 
 $1,704 ÷ $4,087  
= 41.69% 

Moving down the Calculator, the Percentage Shares of Net 
Monthly Income are determined by taking each parent’s net 
monthly income and dividing it by the combined total. 

Combined 
total 
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The Basic Child Support Obligation is “pulled” 
from the Combined Total to the Income Shares 
Schedule shown on the next slide. 
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Income Shares Schedule  
(DRAFT) 

The Calculator will 
find the applicable 
amount for one child.   

  

Here’s the 
Combined Adjusted 
Net Income range 
for $4,087. 

Here’s the column for one child. 
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The Basic Child Support Obligation field is then auto-populated. 

The Basic Child Support Obligation 
amount of  $844 per the Income 
Shares Schedule is populated.  
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The Calculator will also provide a breakdown of the Basic 
Child Support Obligation for the Petitioner and Respondent. 

To determine the Basic Child Support Obligation, the 
Combined Total is multiplied by the Percentage Shares for 
each parent. For the Respondent in this example:  
$844 x 58.31% (.5831)  = $492.14 
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The Calculator will require medical costs to be 
addressed. The medical premium amount is prorated. 

• Here, $87.25 is the cost of the monthly health insurance premium. 
• The proportional share of monthly health insurance is based on the same 

percentages of the Basic Child Support Obligation illustrated on slide 21.    
• For the Respondent in this example: $87.25 x 58.31% (.5831)  = $50.88 
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The health insurance premium cost is then calculated.  

The Basic Child Support Obligation is added to the Health Insurance Cost.  
For the Respondent in this example: $492.14  + $50.88 = $543.02  
(See slide 25 for Respondent’s $492.14 basic child support obligation amount.) 
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All computations are completed, and the Recommended 
Child Support Order displays at the bottom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notice that the Recommended Child Support Order amount 
is the single $543.02 figure for the Respondent. 



Shared  
Physical Care 
Allowance 
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Parenting Time 
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 Parenting Time is “the time during which a parent is 
responsible for exercising caretaking functions and 
non-significant decision-making responsibilities with 
respect to the child.” (750 ILCS 5/600 (e)) 
 
 Parenting Time schedules are typically included in 

divorce orders and contained in documents such as 
a Parenting Plan or Joint Parenting Time Agreement. 
  
 Parenting Time schedules specify agreed terms for 

school year, holiday, vacation, etc. arrangements for 
a child.   
 



Shared Physical Care  

31 

 Shared Physical Care occurs when each parent 
has at least 146 overnights, which is 40%, with 
the child per year. 
 
 Overnight stays of at least 146 per year for each 

parent in a Parenting Time schedule is a 
consideration of the Illinois Income Shares 
Support Guideline Model. 
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Here the Petitioner has 219 and Respondent 146 overnights.   
The Proportional Amount of a Shared Physical Care Child  
Support Obligation (Basic Support Obligation multiplied by 1.5)   
is based on the Percentage Shares of Net Monthly Income. 

Respondent’s share of Basic Child Support Obligation is $1,113.13, and 
proportional share of Shared Physical Care Support Obligation is $1,669.70. 
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The adjustment for Shared Physical Care is completed by 
subtracting the lesser from the higher amount as shown here.   

 Here:  Petitioner’s $749.80 X .40 = $299.92 
            Respondent’s $1,669.70 X .60 = $1,001.82 
            Respondent’s $1,001.82  –  Petitioner’s $299.92 = $701.90 



Split Physical 
Care 
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Split Physical Care 
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 Split physical care occurs when there is more than 
one child and each parent has physical care of at 
least one, but not all, of the children.  

  
 In a split physical care situation, support is calculated 

to determine what each parent owes the other parent; 
thus, two calculations are performed. 
 
 The respective child support amounts are then offset 

with one parent owing the other parent the difference. 
 
 



Minimum & 
Maximum Support 
Amounts 
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Minimum & Maximum Support Amounts 
Minimum 
 For a parent with gross income at/below 75% of the Federal 

Poverty Level, child support is set at $40.00/mo. per child.  
 Total support for all of a payor's children is capped at 

$120/month with all children sharing equal portions of the 
support amount. 
 

Maximum 
 The Schedule of Basic Child Support Obligations provides 

calculated amounts of child support up to a combined adjusted 
gross income level of $30,000/mo. 

 For cases exceeding this level, the court may use discretion to 
determine the support amount. 
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Modifications 
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Child Support May Be 
Modified 
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750 ILCS 5/510(a) provides: 

 Upon a showing of a substantial change in circumstances; and 

 Without the necessity of showing a change in circumstances for cases 
receiving child support services from HFS-DCSS, as follows: 

▫ Upon a showing of an inconsistency of at least 20%, but not less than 
$10.00 per month, between the amount of the existing order and the 
amount of child support that results from the application of the guidelines… 
unless the inconsistency is due to the fact that the amount of the existing 
order resulted from a deviation… and there has not been a change in the 
circumstances that resulted in the deviation. 

▫ Upon a showing of a need to provide for the health care needs of the child 
under the order through health insurance or other means… 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Child Support May Not 
be Modified  
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 The legislation specifies that no modification is allowed 
when the only change of circumstances is the 
guidelines change itself. 

 
 750 ILCS 5/510 (a) specifically states: 

 
 “The enactment of this amendatory Act of the 99th  

 General Assembly itself does not constitute a 
 substantial change in circumstances warranting a 
 modification.”  

 
 
 
 

 



Thank you! 
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